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NJROTC places in 
academic contest

Thunderbird’s NJROTC   competed  
in  Area 11’s (California &  Arizona) 
2016 Mindsoon   Academic Compe-
tition on Saturday, October 22. 

Thunderbird   came  in First  place  
for  all  services and finished  in  2nd 
place  for the Navy schools.

 The   match  was  hosted  by Moon 
Valley and   a field  of  18  teams  were  
in contention for  the title.  

Science classes have 
‘star party’ at PVCC 

As part of our Astronomy unit 
Mrs. Campbell’s Integrated Science 
classes were invited to The Phoenix 
Astronomical Society’s Star Party on 
Nov 17 at the PVCC Black Mountain 
Campus. Sixty one students and their 
families attended. 

Activities included: meeting Mike-
The Meteorites Man (students could 
touch and feel real meteorites), view-
ing the Moon, Leonids Meteor Show-
er, Venus, Mars, Orion Nebula, Sat-
urn and Uranus. 

Seven astronomers were on hand 

Elaine Campbell
Science Teacher

with their telescopes in-
cluding a couple 8” scope, 
a Meade 80mm APO and a 
22” scope.  

Photos include Alex Sarlo, 

Terri Finch, events co-ordina-
tor, Rodolfo Rodriguez Cay-
etano, Mike Marron (The    
Meteorites Man), Eden Stuart 
and Taylor Hamaker.

Otis McCall
ROTC Teacher

First  Place Team 
( Thunderbird 1)  consisted  of:
Cadet Nataleigha Huggett (Fr)
Cadet Rhea Abbott (Soph)
Cadet Robert Lavender (Soph)
Cadet  Gavin Michelbrink (Sr)

Thunderbird 2
Cadet Julio  Solis (Jr)
Cadet Yasmin Solis (Fr)
Cadet  Jennifer Godoy (Jr)
Cadet Alexander Dilsaver (Fr)

Alternates:
Cadet Yousif Yalda
Cadet Isaiah Rodriguez
Cadet Jesus Ozuna

Cadet Serena Contreras

Team Commander:   
Cadet Donovan Pichon 

(Soph)
  Cadet Roscoe Gillum (se-

nior)

 Mindsoon  is  a Math, Sci-
ence, English, and Social 
Studies Academic Competi-
tion.  It  is  formed  from the  
College  options Foundation 
with  a pool  of 50,000 plus 
question  in  diversified sub-
jects.

Two students won 
Best Exhibit awards 

and 1st place:
 Illana Lutz

Rosa Rodriquez    
Ochoa

1st place:
Megan Hurley

Doyle Egg
Julia Toliver

Haydn McGeary
Doricei Figueroa

Emily Trader
Kaitlyn Talley

Madison Howard
Diego Alvarado 

Ortego
Taylor Vandenburgh

Tatum Kerley
Anna Wheeler

Deamdre Dixon
Dimitri White

2nd place:
Jon Alvarez

Sabrina Duarte
Sierra Fowler

Alejandro Mar-
tinez

Joshua Mitchell
Shantelle Settles
Jacquie Miller

Dawn Jacoby
CTE Teacher

Illana Lutz

Rosa Rodriquez     
 Ochoa

Below: Students in Mr. Jacobs’ Math 
Reasoning class enjoyed practically 
applying their math skills by shoot-
ing off water rockets, a type of rocket 
that uses water as its reaction to mass. 
Students constructed these with plastic 

soda bottles 
in class then 
let them 
fly, watch-
ing their 
math skills 
put to the 
test. This is 
Mr. Jacobs’ 
first year at 
THS, and he 
is also the 
new Var-
sity baseball 
coach.  

Above: Athletes from the boys 
and girls soccer teams compet-
ed in a fun decorating contest 
during the Winter Sports As-
sembly. All winter sports were 
introduced and the band and 
orchestra performed. 



COUNSELING and CA-
REER CENTER: Win-

ter 2016

Happy Holidays from 
Counseling!

DID YOU KNOW?...

 Registration for the 
2017-2018 school 

year is approaching! Fresh-
men need to have their 
4-year plan, a short meeting 

COUNSELINGcorner
in which educational goals 
are discussed and classes 
planned, in order to get regis-
tered for the next year.  Please 
encourage your freshman to 
see his or her counselor to 
schedule this meeting.  Soph-
omores just visited Counsel-
ing in the past week or two 
to re-look at class selections, 
and juniors, you will visit the 
Counseling Center in January 
to schedule classes. Parents, 
be looking for registration 

forms to sign!

Seniors, if you need a let-
ter of recommendation, 

you need to see your coun-
selor ASAP to discuss all im-
portant details.  Also, if you 
are trying to figure out how to 
pay for college, please fill out 
the FAFSA to see what federal 
assistance you can receive in 
terms of grants and loans.  
Having a completed FAFSA 
on file is the only way for col-
leges to disperse scholarships 
to future students, so it is vi-
tal to fill it out ASAP! Visit 
https://fafsa.ed.gov/ to fill out 
the FAFSA.

Juniors, if you’re univer-
sity-bound, this spring is 

the time for you to take the 
SAT - ACT!  Both tests are 
equally accepted as college 
entrance exams, so if you 
want help picking which 
one to take, stop by Coun-
seling. Visit each test’s web-
site to sign up:

SAT= www.sat.          
collegeboard.org/  

register 

 ACT= www.actstudent.
org 

Questions? Comments? 
Concerns? Call Coun-

seling at 623-915-8915 .

THS students 
named to GUHSD 
Honor Orchestra; 
performed Dec. 3 

The following Thunderbird students were 
named to the 2016-2017 GUHSD Honor Or-
chestra. The Honor Orchestra concert was held  
Saturday, December 3 in the Moon Valley      
Auditorium.

Christa Alcocer
Devon Ceranski
Julia Charochak

Alec Dugin
Larissa Hodge
Samuel Kurtz

Leobardo Laura Lopez
Deborah Lin
Jo Maiorella
Ann Nicoloff
Noely Perez

Olga Perez Dominguez
Lisette Perez Vasquez

Jessica Perica
Alena Rutherford

Dakota Simpson
Roberto Villaverde
Young, Lotus Young

Danielle Zystra

Dana Graybeal
Orchestra Director

#WeAreGUHSD

JOIN THE 
MOVEMENT: 

Students Recognized

OCTOBER  
Students of the Month  
 
ALC   
Eddie Lopez  
 
CTE   
Kennedy Bennett  
 
ELL   
René Valdez Zorrilla  
 
Foreign Language  
Brighton Solheim  
 
Language Arts  
Juliana Reyes Gonzalez  
 
Math   
Luis Matthew Gumabon  
 
Physical Education  
Joel Goulbourne 

 
Performing Arts  
Devon Ceranski
   
ROTC   
Daniel Maldonado  
 
Science  
Tylesha Carpenter  
 
Social Studies  
Josephine Bolyard   
 
Rotary   
Daizi Petrucz   
 
Outstanding Seniors 
Boy:  Alec Dugin  
Girl:  Madeline Maiorella

Each month, teachers nomi-
nate students who showed 
exemplary behavior and out-
standing effort from each de-
partment. Here are the winning 
students from October with the 
department that nominated 
them. Congratulations to all! 

Eric Smith 
Honors & Awards Chair

Chief Pride Award Nominated By:

Orlando Villegas Cruz Linsacum
Osvaldo Ibanez  Campbell
Gavin Stratton  Campbell
Matthew Reyes  Campbell
Chase Johnson  Campbell
Kloey McKinnon  Jacoby
Diego Acosta  Jacoby
Sara Dudley  Jacoby

THS Reads: Book for Parents 
The annual book discussion event takes place on 

campus this upcoming April 20th from 6 pm to 7 
pm. Afterwards, participants can view the student 
art show in the media Center and dine on our culi-
nary students’ delicious appetizers and desserts. The 
parent book will be “The Talent Code”  by Daniel 
Coyle. Copies will be available to check out in the 
media center.  Contact Mr. Fowler or simply have 
your student sign you up in the media center. 
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Public Notification of Nondiscrimination
Annual Public Notification of Nondiscrimination Glendale Union High School District does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability in admission to its 
programs, services or activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect 

of their operations. GUHSD provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. GUHSD Career & Technical Education Department does not discriminate in enrollment or 
access to any of the programs available, such as business, applied technology, FACS, nursing, and 
fire science. The lack of English language skills shall not be a barrier to admission or participation 
in the district’s activities and programs. GUHSD does not discriminate in its hiring or employment 

practices. This notice is provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Dis-
crimination Act of 1975 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Questions, complaints or 

requests for additional information regarding these laws may be forwarded to the designated com-
pliance coordinator(s), call 623-435-6006 or 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43 Ave., Glendale, AZ 85301

Notificación Pública Anual de No Discriminación:
El Glendale Union High School District (GUHSD) no discrimina en base a raza, color, nacionalidad, 

género, edad, o discapacidad de admisión a sus programas, servicios, o actividades, en acceso 
a ellas, en el tratamiento a individuos, o en ningún aspecto de sus operaciones.  GUHSD provee 
el acceso igual a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos designados para los jóvenes. El departamento de 
Educación Técnica y de Carreras de GUHSD no discrimina en su matriculación ni en el acceso a 

cualquier de sus programas disponibles, como negocios, la tecnología aplicada, FACS, enfermería, y 
formación para bomberos. La falta de habilidades con el inglés no será una barrera a la admisión ni 
la participación en las actividades del distrito y sus programas. GUHSD tampoco discrimina en sus 

contratos o prácticas de empleados. Esta noticia es provista y requerida por el Título VI del Acto de 
Derechos Civiles de 1964, Sección 504 del Acto de Rehabilitación de 1973, Título IX de la Enmienda 

Educativa de 1972, en el Acto de Era de Discriminación de 1975, y el Acto de los Estadoun-
idenses con Habilidades Diferenciadas de 1990.  Ud. puede comunicarse con el coordinador de 

cumplimiento sobre preguntas, quejas, o para más información con respecto a estas leyes. Director 
de Operaciones y Atletismo, 623-435-6006 Directora de la Educación Especial 623-435-6067, 7650 

N. 43rd Ave. Glendale, AZ 85301.
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Aachievemen t 
above 
all

The GUHSD Governing Board and Thunderbird High Scvhool 
Principal Jeannie Paparella, recently recognized Thunderbird’s 

Achievement Above All recipients. Each school’s event highlights the 
accomplishments and committments of a teacher,  a student, a support 
staff member, a student group, and a volunteer. Here are the winners 

for the 2015-2016 school year.

ELlen Kreamer
Volunteer

There are more than a handful 
of ways Volunteer of the Year El-
len Kreamer has contributed to the 
Thunderbird campus in the last four 
years. In no particular order of great-
ness, she has: Assisted with hearing 
and vision testing, phone coverage, 
first day of school duties, baseball 
booster club, Chief Parent Associa-
tion and more.

Stephen 
Graham

Student
This year’s Student 

of the Year is a tri-
athlete, at the top 1 
percent of his class 
and has qualified as a 
National Merit Semi-
Finalist. Stephen Gra-
ham also plays tenor saxophone in 
the jazz ensemble and is a member of 
the National Honor Society. He has 
plans to attend a university, where he 
will study aerospace engineering.

Laura Ilardo
Support Staff

Laura Ilardo was honored 
as the school’s Support Staff 
Employee of the Year. She has 
helped numerous students 
throughout her 17-year career 
with Thunderbird as the social 
worker.

“Laura’s days are filled with 
acts small and large – from get-
ting school supplies to students 
who cannot afford them to 
mediating fights to counseling 

Kris Hutson
Teacher

Music director Kris Hutson is this year’s 
Teacher of the Year for Thunderbird. 
Mr. Hutson grew up in Texas, where he 
earned a master’s degree in music from 
the University of Texas at Tyler. He re-
cently completed a master’s degree in 
educational Leadership at Arizona State 
University and has taught music for 23 
years, four of which have been at Thun-
derbird. His leadership with the band has 
resulted in the musicians qualifying for 
state.

Jason Latham, assistant principal for 
student services said Hutson “has an 
extraordinary ability to motivate his stu-
dents to exceed well beyond their own 
expectations while instilling in them a 
strong work ethic.”

Boys Tennis
Student Group

Thunderbird’s Student Group of 
the Year is Boy’s Tennis. The team 
members set records this past year, 
including having an undefeated 
2015 regular season, section cham-
pions and state semi-finalists. In 

2016 they had section champs and were state quarter-finalists. The team 
is coached by Karen Horine and Ed Baranowski. Last year, player Derek 
James individually went 54-0 in an undefeated regular season.l He is cur-
rently attending Biola University on a tennis scholarship.

Principal Jeannie Paparella said, “[Coach Horine] teaches her young 
athletes to be true champions, full of grit and integrity,” she said.

suicidal students,” fellow co-
worker Lauren Kelly said of 
Ms. Ilardo.

“In her role as district lead 
social worker, she rallies her 
colleagues when called upon 
to do the same on a larger 
scale,” Principal Paparella 
said. “Laura not only pro-
vides support to students in 
need at school, but has given 
hours of her time helping 
people in the community 
and beyond.”


